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Address from the Bureau 

 

Respected Delegates, 

 

Greetings from the Executive Board members of the United Nations Security Council. We are 

pleased to welcome you to this simulation and are eager to host you. This letter is an attempt to 

help you understand how to read the study guide and explain what we expect from you. 

Please note that the study guide is an introduction and a brief overview of the entire 

agenda at hand and does not contain all the aspects that can be brought under the banner of a 

single agenda, considering the complex nature of International Affairs. The guide will only give 

your research process a kickstart and will not cover all the topics that can be discussed and 

deliberated upon. Also, please understand that a complex guide will only reduce the clarity of your 

basic understanding and that is the reason we have tried to keep the guide as simple and informative 

as possible. The guide contains broad topics that help you develop the concept behind the literature 

on the ongoing conflicts and situation in South-Asia in general and Myanmar in particular and how 

it plays out in the global scenario, in a brief and concise manner.  

We have tried to keep the guide as basic as possible, keeping in mind the participation, and 

have aimed at creating a document that can help you build your research. At the same time we 

have attached as many segments as we can to help you develop enough understanding about the 

agenda at hand and use the powers of the UNSC as an impetus to frame real world solutions from 

the events that have transpired in the past. Please do not be intimidated by the length of the 

guide as this guide encapsulates some additional information to help you research. We hope the 

Study Guide is just a start for the immense amount of information that can be accessed via various 

sources, online and offline. Please do not hesitate to visit libraries, if you have access to them, and 

read resources relevant to the agenda. 

 

Here is a suggested method to prepare for the conference: 

 

● Understanding the structure of the UN and the Committee being simulated 

● Understanding of the Mandate of the simulation (powers and functions of the UNSC) 



 

 

●  Research on the allotted countries’ past policies on the agenda in particular 

●  Understanding the Foreign Policy of the allotted country by studying past actions, their 

causes    and consequences 

● Reading the Study Guide 

● Researching on the Agenda (using the footnotes and links given in the guide) and relating 

it to the powers of the committee being simulated  

● Preparing topics for moderated caucuses and their content 

● Assembling proof/evidence for any important information/allegation you are going to use 

in committee 

● Keeping your research updated using relevant resources 

 

We expect a committee with innovative ideas and you are requested to be creative while 

framing solutions for the issues at hand. However, note that, the creativity expressed by you should 

be practically enforceable and logically sound. The Executive Board will be the moderators of 

debate and will not be involved in substantive matters unless deemed pertinent in exceptional 

situations that require the prior attention of the Board.  

We request you to adhere to all the rules and regulations framed by the Secretariat and 

contribute in making this simulation a good learning experience for all. Please refer to the official 

social media handles of the conference for regular and updated information. We also have, 

attached, for your convenience a small section that has some basic information about the UNSC. 

Feel free to reach out to us regarding any procedural doubts and we shall be more than 

happy to help you! 

Regards, 

Abhijeet Panda (President) and Jayant Thanvi (Vice-president) 

 

 



 

 

Introduction to the United Nations Security Council 

 

The Security Council, one of the six main organs of the United Nations, has primary responsibility 

for maintaining international peace and security to the Security Council, which may meet 

whenever peace is threatened. 

 

According to the Charter, the United Nations has four purposes: 

● to maintain international peace and security; 

● to develop friendly relations among nations; 

● to cooperate in solving international problems and in promoting respect for human rights; 

● and to be a centre for harmonizing the actions of nations. 

 

All members of the United Nations agree to accept and carry out the decisions of the Security 

Council, as mandated by Article 25 of the Charter, while other organs of the United Nations make 

recommendations to appropriate bodies of action. Only the Security Council has the power to make 

decisions that member states, under certain reservations, are required to follow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Functions and Powers of the United Nations Security Council 

 

The functions and powers of the Security Council are covered under Chapter 6 and Chapter 7 of 

the Chater. We encourage you to read the aforementioned Chapters from the Charter to get a 

clearer idea. Here are a small number of tasks that the UNSC is mandated to do: 

● to maintain international peace and security in accordance with the principles and purposes  

            of the United Nations; 

● to investigate any dispute or situation which might lead to international friction; 

● to recommend methods of adjusting such disputes or the terms of settlement; 

● to formulate plans for the establishment of a system to regulate armaments; 

● to determine the existence of a threat to the peace or act of aggression and to recommend 

            what action should be taken; 

● to call on Members to apply economic sanctions and other measures not involving the use  

            of force to prevent or stop aggression; 

● to take military action against an aggressor; 

● to recommend the admission of new Members; 

● to exercise the trusteeship functions of the United Nations in "strategic areas"; 

● to recommend to the General Assembly the appointment of the Secretary-General and,  

            together with the Assembly, to elect the Judges of the International Court of Justice; 

● to determine and ascertain the need of an amendment to the Charter of the United Nations,  

            with the General Assembly and act on the same. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Why is Asia important and why does South-Asia demand greater attention? 

 

 The role of Asia as an epicenter of power came into existence from the end of the 20th 

century and has gathered immense momentum from the onset of the 21st century. Asia as the 

centre of global dominion has been predicted by several scholars and researchers in the field of 

International Relations.  

The rising influence of the Asian subcontinent has been paid particular attention to in light 

of the plateau that the United States is attaining in terms of both power and influence. These 

predictions are paid attention to, in works of various individuals like Fareed Zakaria and by official 

documents by the country like the National Intelligence Council Report titled Mapping the Global 

Future (2004), National Defense Strategy (2005), Quadrennial Review Report(2006), National 

Security Strategy(2006) and many more documents. Although, the United States with its 

humongous dedication towards military prowess with a military budget that's more than half the 

world’s total military expenditure and greater than the budget of all the major powers combined, 

has still retained a hugely influential role in the political domain its powers and influence seem to 

have reached a plateau. It is now looking similar, or at times inferior, to the asymmetrical 

capabilities of multiple actors across the globe. Interests of the Middle-East are also being shifted 

out of Washington, into smaller, more influential and promising markets in the Asian subcontinent. 

Newer organisations like the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation have excluded the United States 

in the past to show the retracting influence in a gaping manner.  

Economically the shift is evident when we witness the downfall of the US dollar in 

comparison to the plentiful petrodollars in the Organisation of the Petroleum Exporting Countries 

or the rising value of the Chinese and Indian currencies of late. 

The Chinese growth in all developmental forefronts is a burgeoning example of a 

dominating player in the future. The global political and economic limelight is shifting towards 

Asia. What scholars like K.M. Panikkar called the “Vasco da Gama” era of Asian supremacy is 

drawing to its close and we are about to witness the genesis of a powerful and promising Asia. 

Asian religious identities as well seem to share a unifying principle of tolerance as is evident from 

the difference in their practices and customs as compared to their extreme and unidirectional 

counterparts of the West. Asia’s shared heritage and commonality in ethnic practices make it a 

more diverse, yet unified entity that has an identity of its own. 



 

 

The East-Asian economies of Japan, Korean Peninsula and the South-China Sea, in 

addition to the players like China have always been booming centres of development and 

promising opportunities. In his book, Challenge and Strategy, Rajiv Sikri writes about four arcs, 

namely the arcs of prosperity, energy, instability and communications that show the varied 

potential of the Asian subcontinent by providing a varied spectrum of resources that fuel the Asia 

of tomorrow. Asia is in a decade of opportunities and an era of climbing. 

The South-Asia that we have known of, is changing at record pace and the sooner we utilise 

the benefits that it will usher in globally, the sooner we will inch closer to a more balanced world.  

Nonetheless, there are plenty of challenges that pose a roadblock to the promised and rising 

Asia. The issue of violent extremism to enforce certain aspects that uphold the pillars of democracy 

have been noticed in several international forums.Sri Lanka and its long standing feud with the 

Tamilians, the issue of violence in Nepal’s Terai, religious differences in Bangladesh, the situation 

in Xinjiang and the long lasting problem of the Kashmiri Pandits are some among the many issues 

that plague the region. The stability of the region is further questioned when we look at the South-

China sea dispute, situation of Hong-Kong or the increasing nuclear power of North Korea in 

particular. 

Before we focus on our region of interest here, Myanmar, we would like to present a case 

study of the Korean Peninsula to help you readers understand the importance of local, isolated and 

seemingly trivial actions in geopolitical pockets in relation to the overall stability of an entire 

continent. We shall move to discuss the issue in Myanmar after the same. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Case Study of Korean Peninsula and its role in Asian Stability 

 

 The Korean Peninsula is strategically one of the most geopolitically tumultuous areas on 

the face of the globe. Surrounded by powers like Russian Federation, People’s Republic of China 

and the State of Japan on three sides, it has always been a coalescence of culture, military might 

and trade prowess. The Peninsula has had a rich history that mingles with the ancient past of China 

and Japan, fusing together a melting pot of culture. These overlaps and the presence of the South-

China Seas have earned this region the title of  “storm centre” of East-Asia. 

 The importance of the entire peninsula in particular grew after the huge shift in political 

ties of Korea, brought about in the later part of the 19th century after the signing of the Korea-US 

Treaty of 1882. Thus, the treaty marked a landmark shift in the influence of the Korean Peninsula 

in global affairs. Subsequent political instruments paved the way for global cooperation with other 

powers like Great Britain, Germany and France.  

 After the resurgence of Soviet presence in the Northern Korean Peninsula in the post World 

War II era the divide between the distinct geographical factions widened to encompass an 

ideological shift. Slowly with the influence of the United States, the Southern Peninsular region 

shifted to become a more democratic unit while the Northern half developed characteristics of 

anarchy.  

 The divide widened after the Korean split in 1945 and ushered in an era of political and 

ideological divide that has continued to grow till date. 

 With the Korean Peninsula as a hub of trade for major East Asian economies and its 

proximity to the busiest routes of the South-China sea, it assumes great importance in the 

geopolitical terrain and has been the epicentre of the metaphorical ‘storm centre’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Myanmar Coup - A Timeline of Events 

 

 Before we discuss the details of what has transpired in Myanmar that has given rise to the 

coup, we present a brief timeline of the events in the recent past that will give conceptual clarity 

to the history and the present situation in the later stages. We have borrowed this extensive and  

exhaustive list of events from https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/2/23/timeline-of-events-in-

myanmar-since-february-1-coup and would like to state that you can access the same portal to 

view additional media and related news that can help you understand the nature of the conflict 

better. We would also be linking several resources in the reference section and additional links 

from the same source. 

 

February 1: 

● The military detains Aung San Suu Kyi, President Win Myint and other senior figures from 

the ruling National League for Democracy (NLD) in an early morning raid, hours before 

Myanmar’s new parliament was set to meet for its first session. 

● The military, known locally as the Tatmadaw, declares a state of emergency for a year, and 

says it took action because of alleged fraud in the November election that the NLD won in 

a landslide. 

● It hands over all executive, legislative and judicial powers to Senior General Min Aung 

Hlaing. 

● The NLD publishes a statement on behalf of Aung San Suu Kyi written before she was 

detained, urging people to protest against the coup. 

○  

February 2: US designates the military takeover as a coup. In Myanmar’s largest city, Yangon, 

people bang pots and pans and sound car horns in protest. Doctors and student groups call for civil 

disobedience campaigns. 

February 3:  

● Staff at 70 hospitals and medical departments across Myanmar stop work. Others wear red 

ribbons as part of a civil disobedience campaign. 

● The NLD’s offices in several regions of the country are raided, with documents, computers 

and laptops taken. 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/2/23/timeline-of-events-in-myanmar-since-february-1-coup
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/2/23/timeline-of-events-in-myanmar-since-february-1-coup


 

 

● Myanmar police file charges against Aung San Suu Kyi and seek her detention until 

February 15. A police document says military officers who searched her home found six 

hand-held radios that were imported illegally and used without permission. 

● Charges are also filed against President Win Myint for violating protocols to stop the 

spread of the coronavirus. 

● The generals block Facebook, as well as its Messenger and WhatsApp services, for the 

sake of “stability”. 

February 4: A group of protesters wave banners and chant anti-coup slogans in Mandalay, 

Myanmar’s second-biggest city, in the first such street protest against the army takeover. At least 

three people are arrested. The United Nations Security Council calls for the release of Aung San 

Suu Kyi and others detained by the military, but stops short of condemning the coup. 

February 5: Teachers and some government workers join the Civil Disobedience movement, 

saying they will not work for the authorities unless the elected government is restored. 

Japanese beverage group Kirin terminates its alliance with Myanmar Economic Holdings 

(MEHL), a military conglomerate. 

February 6: The Tatmadaw orders blocks on Twitter and Instagram, where protesters had been 

sharing information, and then a blackout of the entire internet. Tens of thousands of people take to 

the streets to protest against the coup in Yangon and other cities. 

February 7: Protests sweep Myanmar in the biggest show of mass anger since a 2007 uprising by 

Buddhist monks that helped lead to democratic reforms. Internet access is restored, but social 

media platforms remain blocked. 

February 8: Military imposes a curfew in Yangon, Mandalay and other townships, and bans 

gatherings of more than five people in a bid to stamp out growing protests. Min Aung Hlaing 

makes first televised address to the nation and promises to hold new elections in a year and hand 

power to the winners. 

February 9:  

● Police fire guns mostly into the air, and use water cannon and rubber-coated bullets to try 

to clear protesters in the capital Naypyidaw. 

● One young woman is shot in the head with a live bullet. Doctors say she is unlikely to 

survive. 



 

 

● New Zealand suspends high-level contact with Myanmar and imposes travel bans on its 

top generals. 

February 11: The US imposes sanctions on Myanmar’s acting president and several other military 

officers and warns the generals there could be more economic punishment to come. 

Ming Aung Hlaing urges government employees to return to work in his first public remarks on 

the protests against him. 

February 12: Hundreds of thousands join nationwide pro-democracy demonstrations, with three 

people wounded by rubber-coated bullets in clashes with police. 

The UN Human Rights Council urges Myanmar to release Aung San Suu Kyi and other officials, 

and refrain from violence against people protesting against the coup. 

February 13: The military suspends laws constraining security forces from detaining suspects or 

searching private property without court approval and orders the arrest of well-known backers of 

mass protests. It also threatens action against civil servants who refuse to return to work. 

February 14: The civil disobedience movement spreads, disrupting air and train travel. 

February 15: Armoured vehicles are deployed in main cities and internet access is blocked as a 

judge extends Aung San Suu Kyi’s two-week detention by an additional two days. 

February 16:  

● Military denies its removal of Aung San Suu Kyi’s elected government was a coup, as 

police file a second charge against the de facto leader, accusing her of violating the 

country’s Natural Disaster Law. 

● Chen Hai, China’s ambassador to Myanmar, responds to near-daily protests in front of the 

country’s mission in Yangon, saying Beijing was not informed in advance of the military 

takeover. He says the situation was “absolutely not what China wants to see” and dismisses 

rumours of Chinese involvement in the coup as “completely nonsense”. 

February 17: Hundreds of thousands of people march again as demonstrators in Yangon park 

their cars in the middle of city streets and bridges to prevent army trucks from moving to break up 

protests. 

February 18: The UK and Canada impose sanctions on Myanmar’s generals while Japan says it 

agrees with the US, India and Australia that democracy must be restored quickly. 

February 19: Mya Thwate Thwate Khaing, the young woman shot in the head in Naypyidaw, dies 

from her wounds. 



 

 

February 20: Security forces open fire on striking workers and other protesters at a Mandalay 

shipyard, killing at least two people and wounding 20 more. 

Singapore condemns the killings as “inexcusable” and the UK threatens “further action”. 

February 21: Undeterred by the violence, tens of thousands of people rally again in cities and 

towns across Myanmar. Facebook takes down the military’s main page for repeated violations of 

its standards “prohibiting incitement of violence and coordinating harm”. The military warns 

people against taking part in a planned general strike saying confrontation could cost more lives. 

February 22: Protesters launch a general strike. Businesses across the country close as protesters 

gather in their hundreds of thousands in what local media called the biggest protests since the coup. 

The US sanctions two more generals involved in the takeover, as the EU also announces sanctions 

on the military. 

February 25: Facebook bans Myanmar military from its platforms with immediate effect. 

About 1,000 supporters of Myanmar’s military, some armed with knives and clubs, others firing 

catapults and throwing stones, rally in Yangon city centre, attacking opponents of the military 

power grab. 

February 26: A military-appointed elections official invalidates results of the November 2020 

election as Myanmar’s UN envoy urges world leaders to use “any means necessary” to stop the 

coup. Kyaw Moe Tun was fired the next day. 

February 27: Police launch a sweeping crackdown, arresting hundreds and shooting and 

wounding at least one. 

February 28: At least 18 people killed as police fire on protesters, the UN human rights office 

says. 

March 1: Myanmar’s military authorities file additional criminal charges against Aung San Suu 

Kyi, who appears at a court hearing in Naypyitaw and appears “in good health”, her lawyers say. 

March 2: ASEAN foreign ministers hold talks with Myanmar’s military, urges “all parties” in the 

country to “refrain from instigating further violence”. Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines and 

Singapore also call for Aung San Suu Kyi’s release. 

March 3: At least 38 people killed in bloodiest crackdown yet, UN says. Christine Schraner 

Burgener, the UN’s envoy on Myanmar, describes the rising toll “shocking” and calls for 

international action. 

 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/2/25/scuffles-in-yangon-as-facebook-bans-all-myanmar-military-accounts
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/2/26/uk-imposes-new-sanctions-on-myanmar-generals-over-february-1-coup
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/3/1/suu-kyi-set-to-face-court-as-myanmar-protesters-return-to-streets
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/3/2/southeast-asian-nations-urge-halt-to-violence-in-myanmar


 

 

To put into perspective, the military reign and a year of emergency, as mentioned before, have 

been at the focus point of the civil movement in the nation. The United Nations in particular seeks 

to alleviate the situation by providing assistance under the aegis of the Charter and the powers 

under its disposal. The situation of Aung San Suu Kyi is also something that has added fuel to fire 

in the conflict. Aung rose to global fame after receiving the Nobel Peace Prize and the treatment 

meted towards her has resulted in garnering more international pressure. Moreover the treatment 

by the administration and the ethnic crackdown on the Rohingya Muslims has raised this matter to 

newer heights. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

What the future holds for Myanmar 

 

 With international intervention in Myanmar far from sight and China’s attitude of non 

cooperation, what the future holds is a very bleak and subjective question to answer. With the 

United Nations Security Council aiming for a peaceful settlement of the dispute the membership 

politics in the Council is detrimental to achieve long lasting peace or immediate relief. 

 Any action that we shall be deliberating upon, in the council needs to be coherent with the 

principles and purposes of the United Nations. For reference and for research purposes here is a 

link of the actual actions that can inspire and guide our discussions- 

https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/myanmar/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/myanmar/


 

 

QARMA (Questions A Resolution Must Answer)  

 

● What can the Security Council do to maintain and uphold peace in Myanmar? Can the 

Security Council substantially reduce Human Rights Violations by intervening in certain 

aspects?  

● Evaluation of previous policies by the Security Council and reviewing their efficacy  

● What should be the help from various regional arrangements that the Security Council can 

seek?  

● How the Rohingya Muslim Crisis is an indicator of grave Human Rights Violations and 

how the ethnic minority and it's rights can be upheld 

● The validity and importance of International Human Rights Law in the Myanmar Situation 

and it's possible impact on the surrounding regions of South Asia 

● The threat to peace and security, if any, to South Asian countries and the assessment of the 

same  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


