
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Birla Model United Nations 

Committee: 

SPECIAL POLITICAL AND 

DECOLONISATION COMMITTEE 

Agenda: Neo-colonialism in Africa 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

Letter From the Executive Board  
 

Greetings Delegates, It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to this strictly 

conventional committee known as the UNGA - SPECPOL. The agenda for the 

committee, as recommended and deliberated by the secretariat of this model UN 

conference, is "NEO-COLONIALISM IN AFRICA." There is a lot of detail which is 

mentioned in this background guide and gives a very detailed explanation on how the 

executive body works. However, there is a wealth of information available in addition to 

the study guides.You are required to research, compile, list potential conversation ideas, 

questions, and reasonable replies, and be ready to enjoy the group's cognitive mood. At 

the same time, it is not just about speaking and presenting, but also about listening, 

understanding points of view, and presenting, and, most importantly, learning from the 

perspectives of each individual. I wish you everyone a wonderful learning experience. 

We can't wait to see everyone. 

 

Aayush Goel (Chairperson)  

Aryan Bhatia (Vice Chairperson)  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

SPECPOL 

“The Special Political and Decolonization Committee (Fourth Committee) considers a broad 

range of issues covering a cluster of five decolonization-related agenda items, the effects of 

atomic radiation, questions relating to information, a comprehensive review of the question 

of peacekeeping operations as well as a review of special political missions, the United 

Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), the 

Report of the Special Committee on Israeli Practices and international cooperation in the 

peaceful uses of outer space. In addition to these annual items, the Committee also considers 

the items on Assistance in mine action, and University for peace biennially and triennially, 

respectively.” 

-United Nations 

 

The UN General Assembly's Fourth Committee, often known as the Special Political and 

Decolonization Committee or SPECPOL for short, has a slightly more divided mandate than other 

General Assembly committees such as DISEC, ECOFIN, or SOCHUM. According to the United 

Nations, the committee is concerned with a wide range of issues, including those linked to 

decolonization and human rights, Palestinian refugees and human rights, peacekeeping, mine action, 

outerspace, public information, atomic radiation, and the University for Peace are just a few of the 

topics covered at the University for Peace. In short, SPECPOL encompasses both decolonisation and 

any other political matters not directly addressed by the mandates of any other UN General Assembly 

committee, as its full name suggests. 

 

MANDATE 

 

The Fourth Committee was constituted with the primary purpose of dealing with trusteeship and 

decolonization issues. The Committee's workload dropped once all United Nations trust territories 

gained independence and the trusteeship system was dismantled. As a result, the Fourth Committee 

and the Special Political Committee, which had previously existed, were merged as a seventh main 

committee to deal with certain political issues. 

 

The Fourth Committee is responsible for decolonization issues, atomic radiation effects, information 

issues, a comprehensive review of peacekeeping operations, special political missions, the United 

Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East, the Special Committee 

on Israeli Practices report, and international cooperation. 

 

Working methods 

The Fourth Committee meets annually from late September to mid-November, with a brief meeting in 

the spring to adopt any resolutions and decisions passed by the Special Committee on Peacekeeping 

Operations relevant to peacekeeping. The UN's 193 member states are welcome to attend its 

meetings. Unlike most other UN entities, the Committee does not hold a general debate at the start of 

its work. Petitioners, such as civil society representatives and other stakeholders, can also address the 

Committee on decolonization issues. Finally, the Committee normally adopts approximately 30-35 

draught resolutions and several draught decisions each year, most of which are reached by consensus. 



 

 

Agenda- “Neo-Colonialism in Africa” 

What do you mean by Neo-Colonialism? 

Neocolonialism is the indirect control of less-developed countries by developed 

countries. The term neocolonialism was first used after World War II to refer to former 

colonies' continued reliance on foreign countries, but its meaning quickly broadened to 

apply more broadly to places where developed countries' power was used to produce 

colonial-like exploitation—for example, in Latin America, where direct foreign rule had 

ended in the early nineteenth century.  

 

The term neocolonialism was used to describe European practices that were perceived 

as plans to preserve control over African and other dependents. The term 

neocolonialism was used to describe European practices that were perceived as plans 

to preserve control over African and other dependents. 

 

AN ABSTRACT 
Neocolonialism is afflicting Africa for the same reasons that colonialism was afflicting it. 

Neo-colonialism is defined as the regressive impact of unregulated forms of aid, trade, 

and foreign direct investment, as well as the collaboration of African and foreign leaders 

to ensure that their respective interests are met with little regard for the development, 

sustainability, poverty reduction, and wellbeing of African countries. 

The connection is asymmetrical, or at the detriment of African states and peoples, who 

are dependent rather than interdependent, and who do not benefit from development or 

sustainability. They confront the elimination of their culture, religion, and education as a 

result of the ongoing advancement of foreign culture, religion, and language to displace 

African culture, religion, and language, as well as the population's growing radicalism. 

This is divided into four sections: Africa's colonial dream, the emergence of 

neocolonialism, proponents of neocolonialism, and the religious element. The evidence 

of Middle Eastern governments as neocolonialism in Africa is explored in the context of 

Turkey and Iran. 

The former is motivated by economic considerations, while the latter is motivated by 

religious considerations. Both gain stature by displaying their impact as global players 

who are growing. Africa's disintegration, rather than its constructive creation and 

progress, is becoming more obvious. Neocolonialism is active, according to the findings. 



 

 

Emergence of Neo-Colonialism 

The best term to describe this situation is neo-colonialism, because the former colonial 

masters continued to govern and control the economy, society, and even religion of their 

former colonies for all intents and purposes. They were aided in this by US firms and 

international organisations that they and the Soviet Union fostered. Neo-colonialism is 

influenced by a number of ideas. It owes a lot to Marxist philosophy because of the clear 

links between foreign motivations and capitalism, which Leninism explains as "capitalism 

in which a particular group of countries' economics are conditioned by foreign drives." 

 

“Capitalism in which the economics of a certain group of countries are conditioned by 

the development and extension of another economy, to which the former is subject,” 

according to Leninism. Thus when some countries (the dominant) may expand and give 

their own development an impetus, while other countries (the dependent) can only 

develop as a reflection of this expansion, the relationship takes on the shape of 

dependence. and ‘the fundamental issue of dependency leads to a situation in 

dependent countries that places them in a state of backwardness and exploitation by 

dominant countries. This allows them to impose exploitation conditions'. 
 

The Element of religion in Neo- Colonialism 

In the foreign interference, control, and exploitation of the masses, especially the 

impoverished and most vulnerable, religion is as important as economics in neo-

colonialism as it is in colonialism. To be sure, Kwame Nkrumah, the man who coined 

the term "neocolonialism," mentions religion in the draft of the Organization of African 

Union (OAU) Charter in 1963: "For neocolonialists' techniques are sophisticated and 

diversified." They are active not just in economics, but also in politics, religion, ideology, 

and culture. 

Famous people like Durkheim conceptualize how and why this is so, demonstrating that 

the significance of religion in society cannot be overstated since it is "a universal 

sociological explanation” Davis offers a thought that connects religion to capitalism and 

colonialism, arguing that faith, like theology, requires protest and revolutionary change 

against the social and economic system since they are all products of an alienated and 

controlled society .Neo-colonialism, in this perspective, would be inextricably linked to 

Marx's and Feuerbach's conceptions of social order and class struggle, as well as 

Gramsci, Foucault, Cesaire, Cabral, Fanon, and Ngugi wa Thiong'o .Christian 

missionaries had an important role in colonial Africa, as Delavignette explains: "the 

conquering temporal element and evangelizing spiritual element was at the core of a 

colonial Church founded under royal patronage" . Davis connects European 

engagement in Africa to religion, claiming that Christianity has always been political and 



 

 

had a part in African imperialism.Direct colonial authority is not essential under neo-

colonialism, according to Loomba, because the economic and social conditions, 

including religious ties of reliance and control, provide both captive labor and markets 

for European industry and good.Kwame Nkrumah explained what he observed, and 

what he saw was that the energy that had fueled the march to independence had died 

out as internal and foreign forces weakened former colonies. Decolonisation in Africa 

resulted in a shift from pan-Africanism to nationalism, and from nation states to ethnic 

and religious conflicts.As neocolonialism gained traction, there was a shift from 

independence to reliance on aid, from social action churches to prosperity doctrine from 

America, which holds the belief that God provides everything, both physical and 

metaphysical, and then there was an influx of Islamic influences, which resulted in 

radicalization and religious wars. 

Turkey Case Study 

The advocates of neo-colonialism argue that their techniques and results are nothing 

else than colonialism. The repercussions of unregulated forms of aid, trade and foreign 

direct investment and of African leaders' collaboration with foreign leaders ensure that 

the two countries' interests are met with little concern for the development, sustainability 

and poverty reduction and well-being of African countries. To support this assertion, neo-

colonialism is demonstrated in the instance of Turkey. 

Through its intense policies and actions that penetrate economic, political and 

dominance, Turkey became a neo-colonialist in Africa. This began in 1998 in the context 

of a multi-dimensional external policy. Turkey has established an 'Action Plan to open 

up to Africa.' In this regard, the UnderSecretariat for Foreign Trade produced a 

"Economic Relations Development Strategy with African Countries" in early 2003. The 

aim was to produce raw materials and market completed items. 

In Turkey's Africa policies the nations of East Africa also have a significant position 

(Somalia, Ethiopia, Tanzania, Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda and Burundi). Somalia is the 

model of Turcish neo-colonialism, hunger and disease and warfare in Somaliland with 

insufficient infrastructure and a weak central authority. It is a country that sees the 

wounds of civil war. In Somalia, which is its largest foreign-borne facility, Turkey 

established a military base. The arrangement would enable Turkish fishermen to fish in 

the territorial seas of Somalia and Somalia is not tangible in reverse. 

Neocolonialism is confirmed by an extensive study of all available data on Turkish 

participation in Africa. In African nations where there are disputes, conflicts, poverty and 

starvation, Turkey has successfully increased its market share. Turkey intervened to 

enjoy the economic advantages while there was political disagreement. Turkey  

consumes extremely cheap African crude resources and panders premium finished 

goods. 



 

 

These apparent consequences include unstable policy institutions placed on the State 

without the consent of its citizens, foreign guiding behaviors and attitudes, which are 

encouraged by the foreign State acting as its principal guardian for local residents and 

as its main guardian at a price. 

 

ANALYSIS TO THE AGENDA 

The phrase neo colonialism was widely used as a subject for African philosophy  

particularly as it was referred to in Africa  as soon as the decolonization movement in 

Africa began. Neocolonialism was widely used when the people of Africa discovered that 

their countries still had to suffer from a new type of colonialism even after independence. 

Neocolonialism's problems to Africa appear to be linked with the socio-economic and 

cultural and political growth of continental peoples and governments. However, both 

good and bad consequences on the continent have been linked to such problems. 

The neocolonial history is a historical examination of neocoloniality's early stages in 

Africa. This study shows how the notion of neocolonialism was developed in most 

African countries before independence was given. Without a doubt, there is a strong link 

to several other notions in the phrase neocolonialism. This illustrates why neo-

colonialism is necessary to better comprehend the words colonialism, imperialism, 

decolonization and globalisation.This article highlights discussions on the bad and some 

good aspects of colonialism and its original neocolonialism in Africa. This shows that 

neocolonial features may remain an essential part of the socio-economic, cultural and 

political existence of Africa. But some of the issues that may still be of concern to 

Africans in terms of social and political philosophy include: Is neocolonialism possible to 

eliminate Africa? Can neocolonial good effects offset negative consequences on the 

African economy, or vice versa? Is Africa ever going to be really decolonized? 
 

LINKS FOR RESEARCH 
1. https://www.academia.edu/49043145/Trade_union_education_in_former_French_Africa_1959_1965_id

eological_transmission_and_the_role_of_French_and_Italian_communists 

2. https://www.academia.edu/43165659/China_Africa_Relations_Neocolonialism 

3. https://www.academia.edu/33999205/French_Geopolitics_in_Africa_From_Neocolonialism_to_Identity

_pdf 

4. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-congo-politics-belgium-idUSKCN1251QW 

5. https://www.academia.edu/39656138/Neocolonialism_and_Built_Heritage_Echoes_of_Empire_in_Afric

a_Asia_and_Europe 

6. https://www.britannica.com/topic/neocolonialism 

https://www.academia.edu/49043145/Trade_union_education_in_former_French_Africa_1959_1965_ideological_transmission_and_the_role_of_French_and_Italian_communists
https://www.academia.edu/49043145/Trade_union_education_in_former_French_Africa_1959_1965_ideological_transmission_and_the_role_of_French_and_Italian_communists
https://www.academia.edu/43165659/China_Africa_Relations_Neocolonialism
https://www.academia.edu/33999205/French_Geopolitics_in_Africa_From_Neocolonialism_to_Identity_pdf
https://www.academia.edu/33999205/French_Geopolitics_in_Africa_From_Neocolonialism_to_Identity_pdf
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-congo-politics-belgium-idUSKCN1251QW
https://www.academia.edu/39656138/Neocolonialism_and_Built_Heritage_Echoes_of_Empire_in_Africa_Asia_and_Europe
https://www.academia.edu/39656138/Neocolonialism_and_Built_Heritage_Echoes_of_Empire_in_Africa_Asia_and_Europe
https://www.britannica.com/topic/neocolonialism


 

 

Rules of Procedure 
SECRETARIAT 

1. The Secretary-General has the ultimate authority in regards to the Rules of Procedure. The 

interpretation of the RoP shall be at his/her discretion and his/her final decision on the matters not 

specified in the RoP shall prevail over all other. 

2. The Secretary-General may at any time make oral and written statements to the Committee 

concerning any topic. Any deviation from the provisional agenda shall be at the approval of the 

Secretary-General. 

3. The Secretary-General shall assist the Chairs if necessary, receive and correct Documents as 

proposed by the Committees and in general shall supervise over the good functioning of the m 

conference. 

4. The Secretary-General may delegate his authority to other Members of the Secretariat. 

CHAIRS 

1. The Chairs shall act as the Directors of the Committee and shall preside over its Sessions. They 

shall declare the opening and closure of each Session, open and close Floor to the Points and Motions 

and ensure the observance of the RoP. 

2. The Chairs shall have the authority in regards to the proceedings of the Committee; they shall have 

the right to rule out the Points and Motions they deem to be not constructive. They shall keep the 

Committee in order and direct them towards consensus, which may be done by their advice on both 

Substantial and Procedural Matters of the Committee. 

3. The Chairpersons are in all time responsible to the Secretary-General. 

LANGUAGE 

1. English is the official and working language of Factuality MUN conference. 

COURTESY 

1. At all times, delegates shall show respect and courtesy towards other delegates, the Secretariat and 

honorable guests of Factuality MUN – failing to do so will result in admonition by the Secretariat or 

Chairs of the Committee. 

ATTENDANCE (MOTION TO VERIFY THE QUORUM) 

1. At the beginning of each Session and upon the Motion to verify the Quorum, Chairpersons shall call 

in an alphabetical order on all Member States in order to state their status of attendance. Member 

States may reply “present” or “present and voting”. Representatives stating just “present and voting” 

shall have no right to abstain from any vote on the substantial matter. 

2. If any of the Representatives were not present during the Roll Call, upon their arrival they shall send 

a note to the Chairpersons clarifying their status of presence. 

QUORUM 

1. The quorum signifies the minimum number of delegates who need to be present in order to open 

Session for the debate. 

2. The quorum is met when at least one-third of all delegates registered are present at the committee 

session. The quorum shall be verified at the beginning of each session by the Roll Call. 

SETTING THE AGENDA 

1. Setting the agenda is the first step to be considered by the committee. 



 

 

a. The motion in order to put a topic area on the agenda should be made first. This motion requires a 

second. 

b. Delegates can propose only topics as put forward by the Secretariat in the provisional agenda, i.e. 

the topics which were set by the Secretariat prior the conference. 

c. In case there is no opposition to the motion, the motion is considered to be adopted. 

d. In case of the opposition against the proposed order of the agenda, a Speaker´s List of either two or 

four delegates “for” and “against” the order will be established- the number of speakers should be equal 

for both cases. 

e. After the exhaustion of the Speaker´s List, the Committee will immediately vote on the motion. For 

this vote, which is procedural, the simple majority is required for the motion to pass. In the case that 

the motion fails to pass, the Committee will automatically adopt the second topic, i.e. the inversed order 

of the topics will be introduced. 

DEBATE 

The three modes of Debate can be introduced during Factuality MUN: 

1. Formal Debate (General Speaker´s List) 

2. Moderated Caucus 

3. Un-Moderated Caucus 

Upon setting the agenda, the Speaker´s List is open- either in the discretion of Chairs or by delegates 

proposing a Motion to Open Speaker´s List. 

SPEAKER´S LIST 

1. The General Speaker´s List shows the order of speakers for the topic being on agenda and is open 

for the whole duration of the discussion. 

2. Once the Speaker´s List is open, any delegate can be added to the Speaker´s List by: 

a. Being recognized by raising their placard during the call made by Chairs. 

b. By sending the official note to the Chairpersons. 

3. The delegate already added to the Speaker´s List cannot be added for the second time. Once the 

delegate makes his speech, he/she can submit a request to be put on the Speaker´s List again. The 

delegate can also withdraw himself from the Speaker´s List by sending a note to the Chairs. 

4. Speaking time for the General Speaker´s List is set to 90 seconds. The time limit can be altered by 

a Motion to Change the Speaker´s Time. 

5. If there is a motion adopted altering the mode of the debate, the general Speaker´s List shall be 

suspended for the duration of the motion and shall be resumed afterward. 

6. Once the Speaker´s List is exhausted, the debate is considered closed and the Committee 

automatically moves into the voting procedure on the document which is currently being discussed 

within the set topic. 

7. The Speaker´s List is open just for the topic currently being on the agenda. 

MODERATED CAUCUS 

1. The moderated caucus is aimed to facilitate and accelerate the discussion on the issues deemed as 

essential and critical for the topic on agenda. Instead of being added to the general Speaker´s List, 

delegates wishing to speak shall raise their placards and be called upon at the discretion of the Chairs. 

2. The motion for the moderated caucus can be introduced by any of the delegates once the Floor is 

open for Points and Motions. The delegate shall specify the total time of the Motion (not exceeding 20 

minutes), individual speaker´s time for each of the delegates (not exceeding the speaker´s time set for 

the general Speaker´s List) and the purpose of the Motion. The purpose, i.e. the topic of the Motion 

shall be connected to the issue currently being discussed on the agenda and shall be more particular 

that the general topic of the discussion. 



 

 

3. A Simple Majority of the quorum is required for the motion to pass. In case that there are being more 

Moderated Caucuses proposed, the Committee will vote upon them in descending order according to 

the total time of the Caucus (i.e. from the longest to the shortest) as set by the Chairs. 

4. In case that the delegate will not take advantage of whole allotted time assigned to him/her, the 

remaining time and the floor is being yielded to the Chairpersons automatically. During Moderated 

Caucus delegate cannot yield his time to other delegations or inquiries. 

5. If no delegates are wishing to speak, the Moderated Caucus may be closed at the discretion of 

Chairpersons and the Committee will return back to the general Speaker´s List. 

6. A Moderated Caucus can be extended twice as long as the total time of the Caucus does not exceed 

the timeframe of the previous one. 

7. The Motion can be ruled out of order at the discretion of the Chairs- such decision is not a subject 

to appeal. 

UNMODERATED CAUCUS (INFORMAL DEBATE) 

1. Unmoderated Caucus is the most informal out of all forms of debate, during which delegates are 

able to discuss freely all issues with other delegations, lobby for their interests, resolve difficult 

questions about the topic on the agenda and create working papers and resolutions. 

2. The motion for Un-moderated caucus can be introduced by any of the delegates once the Floor is 

open for Points and Motions. The delegate shall specify the purpose of the motion and shall state the 

total time of the motion (not exceeding 30 minutes). 

3. A Simple Majority of the quorum is required for the motion to pass. In case that there are being more 

Unmoderated Caucuses proposed, the committee will vote upon them in descending order according 

to the total time of the Caucus (i.e. from the longest to the shortest) as set by the Chairs. An 

Unmoderated Caucus can be extended twice as long as the total time of the Caucus does not exceed 

the timeframe of the previous one. 

4. The Motion can be ruled out of order at the discretion of the Chairs- such decision is not a subject 

to appeal. 

CLOSURE OF DEBATE 

1. Any delegate may at any time when the Floor is open move the Closure of the Debate regarding the 

current topic on the agenda which is being discussed. Such Motion for the Closure of the Debate can 

be introduced without the exhaustion of general Speaker´s List and no matter whether any other 

delegation is wishing to speak. Motion for Closure of the Debate means the immediate termination of 

all discussion regarding the Topic Area and bringing all Draft Resolutions and Amendments to vote. 

2. After the introduction of the motion, two delegates shall have the right to speak “for” and “against” 

the Motion proposed. 

3. Upon their speeches, the committee proceeds with the voting procedure regarding the motion. A 

Qualified Majority of the established quorum is required for the motion to pass. 

4. If more than a two-thirds majority is in favor of the closure of the debate, the committee automatically 

moves into the voting procedure on all draft resolutions and amendments as proposed during the 

debate. 

5. The Closure of Debate and Move to the Voting Procedure can be introduced together in one motion 

or can be separated, i.e. first the Motion for the Closure of the Debate to be proposed and after its 

approval, the delegate can introduce the second one. Latter can be applied in the case that the 

delegation is wishing to alter the type of voting, Divide the Question etc. as this cannot be done in the 

former. 

6. The motion can be overruled by the Chairpersons. Such decision is subject to appeal. 

MOTION TO TABLE THE DEBATE 



 

 

1. Any delegate may at any time when the Floor is open introduce the Motion to Table the Debate 

which temporarily suspends any discussions regarding the Topic being currently on agenda. 

2. The Motion is debatable. Two or four Representatives can be selected to speak “for” and “against” 

the Motion. The Motion requires a Qualified Majority to pass. 

1. The Motion to Resume the Debate shall automatically cancel the Motion to Table the Debate on a 

given Topic. The motion is non-debatable and requires a Simple Majority to Pass- 

2. For both- Motion to Table, the Debate and Motion to Resume the Debate- the Chairpersons may 

rule the Motions out of order. Such a decision is not subject to appeal. 

SUSPENSION AND ADJOURNMENT OF THE MEETING 

1. The Suspension of the Meeting is the postponement of all functions of the Committee till the next 

session. 

2. The Adjournment of the Meeting is the postponement of all functions of the Committee till the next 

edition of Factuality MUN. Such Motion postpones all its work for the rest of the Sessions and 

conference overall. 

3. Both Motions can be raised by a delegate any time when the Floor is open and requires a second. 

The house is required to vote on such motion immediately; a simple majority of the quorum is needed 

for any of these two motions to pass. 

4. The motions can be overruled by the Chairpersons. Such a decision is not subject to appeal. 

YIELDS 

A delegate who was granted the permission to speak by the Chairpersons shall have the right to yield 

his time- if remaining- to: 

1. Yield to another delegate- the remaining time will be offered to another delegate as allotted by the 

former speaker. The delegate, if accepting the yield, cannot yield the floor to any other person with the 

exception of Chairpersons. 

2. Yield to inquiries- If the delegate is open to questions, it is at the discretion of the Chairpersons to 

grant this right to any delegate willing to pose an inquiry to the delegate within the remaining time 

allocated to the delegate. Inquiries are not counted into the remaining speaker´s time, unlike the 

answers provided by the delegate. The delegate who yielded his time to questions can refuse to answer 

any of them at his discretion. Also, Chairpersons shall call to order any delegate whose inquiry by its 

character does not comply with the standards. 

3. Yield back to the Chairs- if there is remaining time left, but the delegate is not wishing to answer any 

questions or give his allocated time to another delegate, he /she can yield his time back to the 

Chairpersons, who will proceed with another delegate on the Speaker's List/ wishing to speak 

afterwards. 

POINTS 

1. Point of Personal Privilege- A delegate may raise the Point of Personal Privilege in case of whichever 

kind of personal discomfort which prevents him from full participation in the debate. Such things can 

be for example audibility of other speakers, switching of air-conditioning etc. A Point of Personal 

Privilege can interrupt a speaker only in the case of bad audibility. 

2. Point of Parliamentary Inquiry- A delegate may raise the Point of Parliamentary Inquiry in order to 

clarify certain aspects of the Rules of Procedure by the Chairpersons. Such Point may not interrupt 

speakers and can be introduced only when the Floor is open for Points and Motions. 

3. Point of Order- A delegate may raise the Point of Order if there is a discrepancy or any improperness 

in the application of the Rules of Procedure by the delegates or Chairpersons. It is in the discretion of 

Chairs to decide whether their point is valid and to clarify any irregularities. The Point of Order may not 

interrupt a speech. 

RIGHT OF REPLY 



 

 

1. Delegates, whose country´s national integrity or sovereignty has been contested, may require Right 

of Reply. The Chairpersons may decide to give a certain time limit to the Delegate to respond and to 

rule whether the Right of Reply is in order. The decision of the Chairs is not subject to appeal. 

2. The right of Reply does not concern any case of personal insults or challenges. Such issues are to 

be dealt with individually according to the code of conduct of the Factuality MUN conference. 

WORKING PAPERS 

1. Working papers are intended to aid with the work of the Committee and especially the Draft 

Resolution, as well as to present the viewpoints of the delegates and the potential solutions to the topic. 

2. Any delegate can introduce a Working Paper for the consideration of the Committee. The Working 

Paper has to be approved by the Chairpersons before its distribution. 

3. Working paper does not require any Signatories or Sponsors. However, it should bear the name of 

the delegate or delegates who proposed it. 

4. There is no set format for the Working Paper, i.e. the working paper does not have to be introduced 

in the resolution format. The Working Paper is referred to by its designated number. 

5. Any document of the United Nations or other organizations, as well as charts and tables, can be 

introduced as a Working Paper as long as they are relevant to the topic discussed. It is at the discretion 

of the Secretary-General to withdraw a Working Paper which is deemed inappropriate or not 

contributing to the discussion. 

DRAFT RESOLUTIONS 

1. Draft Resolution means a document drafted in the official format of the resolution. 

2. No Draft Resolution shall be circulated without the previous approval of its required format and 

number of Sponsors and Signatories by the Chairpersons. 

3. The ones recognized as the writers of the Draft Resolution are called “Sponsors”. Chairpersons will 

set the required minimum number of Sponsors according to each Committee. 

4. “Signatories” are the ones supporting the discussion regarding the Draft Resolution on the Floor and 

bear no further obligation. Chairpersons will set the required minimum number of Signatories according 

to each Committee. 

5. One Member State cannot be “Sponsor” and “Signatory” at the same time. 

6. Once the Draft Resolution has been introduced delegates cannot add themselves to the list of 

Sponsors anymore. However, they can be removed from the list by passing a request in written form 

to the Chairs. If the Draft Resolution does not have the number of Sponsors required, the document 

will be removed from the Floor immediately. 

7. Delegates wishing to be added or removed from the list of Signatories can do so at any time. The 

request to do so should be passed to the Chairs in written form. 

8. More than one Draft Resolution can be on the Floor at once. 

INTRODUCING A DRAFT RESOLUTION 

1. After the approval of the Draft Resolution by Chairpersons and the Secretary-General, the Draft 

Resolution will be assigned a number and distributed between the delegates. 

2. A Sponsor of the Draft Resolution shall introduce it upon passing of the Motion for a Moderated 

Caucus with the purpose of the Introduction of the Draft Resolution. Afterwards, the Sponsor has the 

Floor to introduce the Draft Resolution, while the Introduction should be limited to the reading of the 

Operative Clauses. 

3. Subsequently, the Sponsor shall respond to inquiries regarding the clarification of the Draft 

Resolution. The Session for the inquiries shall not exceed five minutes. Any substantive statements 

regarding the Draft are not in order during the Inquiries Session. 

4. It is at the discretion of the Secretary-General to provide any comments, objections or suggestions 

for improvement to the Draft Resolution. 



 

 

WITHDRAWAL OF A DRAFT RESOLUTION 

1. A Draft Resolution may be withdrawn at any time from the Floor by its Sponsors before the voting 

upon the document has started. In case that the Sponsor wishes to do so, he shall send a written 

request to the Chairpersons. 

2. The same rules apply to the withdrawal of Amendments. 

3. A Draft Resolution cannot be withdrawn if there is an Unfriendly Amendment on the Floor. 

AMENDMENTS 

1. An amendment is a document which modifies, deletes, adds or revises one or more parts of the 

Draft Resolution. 

2. Amendments can be proposed by any delegate on any part or Clause of the Draft Resolution. All 

amendments shall be submitted in the written form to the Chairpersons. 

3. Amendments to Preambulatory Clauses are out of order. 

4. Any grammatical, spelling or formatting mistakes in the Draft Resolution shall be corrected without 

a vote. The final corrections are at the discretion of Chairpersons. 

5. There are two types of Amendments: 

a. Friendly Amendment- Amendments accepted and approved by all Sponsors of the Draft Resolution 

shall be considered Friendly. They shall be implemented in the Draft Resolution without the need to be 

voted upon. 

b. Unfriendly Amendment- Amendments not approved by all the Sponsors shall be considered 

Unfriendly. The required number of Sponsors needed for Unfriendly Amendment shall be set by the 

Chairpersons according to each Committee. Any Amendments to Unfriendly Amendment are out of 

order. Unfriendly Amendment can be withdrawn from the Floor by all its Sponsors before being voted 

upon; such withdrawal shall be submitted in the written form to the Chairpersons. 

VOTING 

PROCEDURAL AND SUBSTANTIVE VOTES 

1. Substantive votes shall be considered those referring to resolutions, amendments or their parts. 

During substantive votes, delegates can vote either in favor, against or can abstain. Delegates stating 

“Present and voting” during the Roll Call cannot abstain. Substantive voting is being done bthe Member 

States only, i.e. observers have no right to vote. 

2. Procedural vote shall be considered those referring to other voting procedures with the exception of 

those mentioned above. During procedural vote, no abstentions are allowed. During procedural voting, 

all observers have the right to vote. 

MAJORITIES 

 

2. A Qualified Majority requires 2/3 of all delegates “Present and voting” to be in favor. 

3. All procedural and substantive matters shall be passed by a Simple Majority unless stated otherwise. 

REQUIRED MAJORITIES 

1. Motions requiring a Simple Majority 

a. Motion to Verify the Quorum 

b. Motion to Set the Agenda 

c. Motion to Open Speaker´s List 

d. Motion for the Moderated Caucus (and its extension) 

e. Motion for the Un-Moderated Caucus (and its extension) 

f. Motion to Resume Debate 

g. Motion for Adjournment of the Meeting 

2. Motions requiring a Qualified Majority 

a. Motion to Table the Debate 



 

 

b. Motion for the Closure of the Debate 

VOTING PROCEDURE 

1. If the Speaker´s List is exhausted or the Motion for the Closure of the Debate and Moving into Voting 

Procedure shall be accepted, all the Draft Resolutions and Amendments on the Floor shall be put to 

vote. 

2. During the Voting Procedure no Representative aside from the Secretary-General and authorised 

persons by the Secretary-General may enter or leave the room. The Chairpersons shall secure the 

doors so that the Voting Procedure is not interrupted. Delegates shall refrain from any communication 

within the room and shall not speak unless requested by the Chairpersons, while raising Points or when 

the Floor is open to the Points and Motions. 

3. Each Representative has one vote. Voting shall be done by Delegates raising their placards, unless 

stated otherwise. Each Delegate may vote “In Favor”, “Against” or “Abstain”. 

4. The Representative may decide to vote “In favor with rights” or “Against with rights” in order to be 

granted the right to explain the vote during the Roll Call Vote. The Chairpersons shall set the speaking 

time for the explanation of the vote. 

ROLL CALL VOTE 

1. During Roll Call Vote, each Representative shall vote in the alphabetical order, beginning with the 

Member State drawn randomly by the Chairpersons. 

2. During such Vote, Chairpersons shall call upon each Representative separately who verbally 

announces his/her vote to the Committee. The Delegate shall state “In Favor”, “Against”, “Abstain” or 

“Pass”. 

3. During the Roll Call Vote, a Representative may decide to “Pass” once, i.e. for one round of voting 

he/she does not have to state his opinion. However, subsequently the Delegate must vote either “In 

Favor” or “Against” when being called upon the second time. 

VOTING ON AMENDMENTS 

1. Voting on Amendments to the Draft Resolutions on the Floor shall have precedence to Draft 

Resolutions. 

2. In case of two or more Amendments being proposed on the Floor, the Chairpersons shall determine 

the order in which they shall be voted upon. The most disruptive Amendments shall be put to vote first. 

3. Amendments that pass shall be incorporated into the Draft Resolution immediately. 

ORDER OF VOTING 

1. In case of two or more Draft Resolutions being on the Floor, the Representatives shall vote upon 

them in the order they were submitted. 

2. The order of the Draft Resolutions being voted upon can be altered by the “Motion to Reorder Draft 

Resolution” which can propose a different order than the one being currently in place. The Motion 

requires a Simple Majority to pass. The Motion can be proposed only after the Closure of the Debate. 

3. The Draft Resolution shall be voted upon as whole unless the Motion to Divide the Question may be 

introduced. By this Motion the Delegate suggests each Clause to be voted upon separately. 

Preambulatory clauses and sub-operative clauses may not be separated and voted upon 

independently. If there is an opposition against the Motion, two Speakers “for” and “against” can be 

selected- the Motion requires a Simple Majority to pass and can be proposed only after the Closure of 

the Debate. 

4. In case of two or more Draft Resolutions being on the Floor, the Representatives shall first vote upon 

all Amendments to all Draft Resolutions and at the end upon the Draft Resolutions themselves. 

5. If one of two or more Draft Resolutions passes, the other(s) automatically fail without being voted 

upon. 

 



 

 

VOTING AND MAJORITIES 

1. For voting on Substantive Matters an affirmative vote of nine Members of the Security Council including the 

votes of the five Permanent Members shall be needed. 

2. For voting on Procedural Matters the general rules of other committees apply. 

 

Appendix 1.1: THE PRECEDENCE OF POINTS AND MOTIONS 

As for the precedence of motions, the most disruptive one shall be voted upon as the first one. In case that a 

Motion with the higher precedence passes, the rest of the Motions are automatically considered to be ruled out 

and the committee will not vote upon them anymore. 

In order at any time, including speeches and Voting Procedure 

1. Point of Personal Privilege 

2. Point of Order 

3. Point of Parliamentary Inquiry (not in order during speeches) 

In order when the Floor is open: 

1. Motion for Closure of the Debate 

2. Motion to Table the Debate 

3. Motion for Adjournment of the Meeting 

4. Motion for Suspension of the Meeting 

5. Motion to Resume Debate 

6. Motion to Introduce an Amendment 

7. Motion to Introduce a Working Paper 

8. Motion for Un-moderated Caucus (its Extension has precedence) 

9. Motion for Moderated Caucus (its Extension has precedence) 

10. Motion to Change the Speaking Time 

11. Motion to Open the Speaker´s List 

In order after the Closure of the Debate: 

1. Motion to Reorder Draft Resolutions 

2. Motion to Divide the Question 

3. Motion for the Roll Call 

 

---X--- 


